THE HOBBIES OF A ROYAL MISTRESS
little wood were all lit up by hanging glass lanterns. A few
very special guests had received tickets on which were written
these three words: 'Bon pour entrer.' The rime was 10 o'clock
at night. The King was finishing his dessert when Pompadour
appeared in the costume of Night, singing: 'Come hither,
come hither, all ye here, follow me!' and she led them into the
wood where small children danced a ballet to a choir of unseen
voices. Then the guests put on dominoes and masks and
scattered to wander at will in the luminous night of the
park.

Besides her suite in the palace of Versailles, she possessed
Bellevue, La Celle, the Palais d'Evreux in Paris, Montretout,
a house in the town of Versailles, a hermitage in the grounds
of Versailles near the Grille du Dragon, another hermitage at
Fontainebleau, houses at Champs and St.-Ouen. She even
altered and decorated houses in which the King gave her
hospitality, as, for example, at Choisy. M. Campardon tells us
she also owned the estates of la Garanciere, Deux Eglises,
Bret, La Roche, La Riviere in the Limousin, and the property
of Pompadour. At the very end, she bought Menars, the
delightful estate on the Loire, but only stayed there once. All
these places needed upkeep and decoration: she must forever
be choosing new curtains, replacing furniture and so on. The
Paris house which she bought from the comte d'Evreux in
the rue St. Honore is now the Elysee, where the presidents of
the Republic live.

Later, when she spoke of buying up some ground in the
Champs Elysees to make a kitchen garden, she was forced by
public murmurings to give it up. She rebuilt all the first floor,
refurnished it entirely, hung it with Gobelins tapestries
woven with two L's surmounted by a royal crown, and placed
at the windows curtains costing five to six hundred livres.

But what cost the nation such vast sums was the army of
sculptors, painters, builders in marble, gilders, smelters,